I32    VERNACULAR OF THE UNCONSCIOUS
such possible aspects of expressions on the part of the
unconscious must be similarly anticipated.
On top of all of which there must be an apprehension
of a general tendency of the unconscious ideas to
become expressed figuratively; and one of the most
fruitful possibilities for deciphering the dream messages
of the unconscious lies in a resourcefulness in appre-
hending the many combinations that may be utilized
in this respect.
In our everyday language we are continually re-
sorting to figurative expressions in order to exchange
ideas; and this being the case we must expect to
encounter a similar licence when we study the ver-
nacular of the unconscious.
In ordinary daily intercourse we speak, for example,
of the finger of scorn, the hand of time, the jaws of
death, the lap of luxury, the womb of nature, the
bowels of the earth, the bosom of the ocean, a neck of
land, a body of water, an arm of the sea, the brow of
a hill, the face of a cliff, the foot of a mountain, the
head of a house, the head or tail of a procession, etc.
We speak of strength of character, breadth of mind,
depth of affection, the height of folly, and flights of
fancy.
We scent trouble, run away from it, go to meet it,
court it, make it, look for it, and sometimes find a sea
of it.
We speak of bowing to the inevitable, bracing our-
selves for a blow, taking some things lying down,
screwing up our courage, treading on each other's
toes, of refusing to bend the knee, and sometimes of
backing down.
We talk of a dark outlook, a bright prospect, a